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States last week to tell their stories is 
nothing short of remarkable. To get 
here, they had to brave the treacherous 
500-mile stretch from Baghdad to 
Amman, Jordan. Then they had to 
clear U.S. Customs, no easy under-
taking, and fly from Amman to New 
York. 

The stories they shared when they 
visited the Halls of Congress were both 
strikingly sad and extremely valuable. 
But you wouldn’t know it unless you 
had met with them personally, because 
the American media has hardly re-
ported a single word they said. 

Too often in this Chamber we have 
heard that the media isn’t doing a good 
enough job of covering the war in Iraq. 
Well, you know what? They are right. 
The media isn’t doing a good enough 
job. The media isn’t reporting about 
the destroyed hospitals, roads and 
schools, not to mention the shattered 
lives, shattered lives throughout Iraq. 

The media isn’t talking about the 
tens of thousands, maybe hundreds of 
thousands, of Iraqi civilians who have 
been killed over the last 3 years of war 
and occupation. And they are not tell-
ing us that some 50 percent of those 
killed have been women and children, 
or that thousands of Iraqis have been 
unnecessarily detained or have gone 
missing. 

But the women who flew from 
Amman to New York talked about 
what is really happening in Iraq, about 
some of the burdens they bear every 
day as a result of our politics there. 

One of these women was Faiza Al- 
Araji, a mother of three from Baghdad. 
Faiza’s son, Khalid, was a student at 
Baghdad University. Last year he was 
arrested by officials from Iraq’s Min-
istry of the Interior for no apparent 
reason. He was never charged with a 
crime and his family was not told 
about his whereabouts for 3 days. To 
secure her son’s release after Khalid 
was finally allowed to call home, Faiza 
had to pay a ransom to the Ministry of 
the Interior. 

As if she hadn’t already suffered 
enough, last year, gunmen put a rifle 
to Faiza’s head and stole her car. When 
she told a group of American soldiers 
what had just happened, they told her, 
There is nothing we can do. When she 
told her story to the Iraqi police, they 
told her, I am sorry, my sister, but 
there is nothing we can do. 

Mr. Speaker, we have nearly 150,000 
soldiers stationed throughout Iraq, 
many of them in Baghdad. If they can’t 
keep the Iraqi people safe, and if the 
local police can’t keep them safe, why 
are we there? 

After going through these ordeals, 
Faiza and her family moved to Amman, 

Jordan where it is safer. She has dedi-
cated herself to telling the truths 
about Iraq, the truths that our media 
isn’t telling us. 

Mr. Speaker, I would encourage any-
one watching tonight to visit Faiza’s 
blog, 
www.afamilyinbaghdad.blogspot.com. 

Sadly, what Faiza and the rest of the 
Iraqi women’s delegation have revealed 
is what many of us have suspected for 
months, that an Iraqi civil war isn’t 
imminent; it is going on right now, 
right before our very eyes. Shiite and 
Sunni militias have been fighting each 
other and targeting innocent civilians 
for months. Well more than 2,000 people 
have been killed since the bombing of 
the famed gold-domed Shiite shrine in 
Samarra last month. And the situation 
will not get better until we bring our 
troops home. 

Mr. Speaker, how many more inno-
cent Iraqis, mothers, fathers and their 
children need to be killed before we re-
alize that our policies in Iraq are not 
working? 

How many more of our troops have to 
be killed before we bring them home? 

Faiza and the rest of the Iraqi delega-
tion know that it is time for our troops 
to leave. Nearly two-thirds of the 
American people share this belief. It is 
time for Congress to catch up. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DREIER addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE 
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California 
addressed the House. His remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
ENGLISH) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-

pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. FOXX addressed the House. Her 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

REVISIONS TO THE ALLOCATIONS 
AND BUDGETARY AGGREGATES 
ESTABLISHED BY THE CONCUR-
RENT RESOLUTIONS ON THE 
BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2006 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. NUSSLE) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. NUSSLE. Mr. Speaker, I am transmitting 
a revised table for the current level status re-
port published in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on February 1, 2006. As published, the table 
that compares the current levels of discre-
tionary appropriations for fiscal year 2006 with 
the ‘‘section 302(b)’’ suballocations of discre-
tionary budget authority and outlays among 
Appropriations subcommittees distributes the 
supplemental appropriations contained in the 
Defense appropriations act to the subcommit-
tees that have jurisdiction over those matters. 
As revised, the table applies all supplemental 
appropriations to the subcommittee on De-
fense because they were contained in the reg-
ular Defense appropriations act rather than in 
a freestanding measure. 

DISCRETIONARY APPROPRIATIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2006—COMPARISON OF CURRENT LEVEL WITH APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 302(a) ALLOCATION AND APPROPRIATIONS 
SUBCOMMITTEE 302(b) SUBALLOCATIONS 

[In millions of dollars] 

Appropriations Subcommittee 

302(b) suballocations as of No-
vember 2, 2005 (H. Rpt. 109–264) 

Current level reflecting action 
completed as of January 27, 2006 

Current level minus suballoca-
tions 

BA OT BA OT BA OT 

Agriculture, Rural Development, FDA .................................................................................................................................................. 17,088 18,691 17,031 18,747 ¥57 56 
Defense ................................................................................................................................................................................................ 403,280 372,696 393,131 406,132 ¥10,149 33,436 
Energy & Water Development ............................................................................................................................................................. 30,495 30,273 30,495 30,696 0 423 
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